
 

 

                       Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting Wednesday 16 May 2018 

           Shroton Village Hall on at 7:00 pm 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

1.  
1.  Present:         Parish Councillors Mrs J Hewitt (Chair), Mr K Morris (Vice Chair), Mrs D Mower, Mr H Gibson Fleming and 

Mr J Milmer. 
Counting Councillor Croney and 2 residents of the Parish attended the meeting.  
 

The Chairman welcomed everyone and declared the meeting open. 
 

The Minutes of the Parish Meeting held on 17 May 2017 having been circulated and made available for the Parish 
(noticeboard and Parish website) prior to the meeting. The minutes, as a true record of the meeting and were signed 
and dated by the Chairman.  
 

2. Apologies - No apologies taken. 
 

3.  The purpose of the Chairman’s Summary is to review the Parish Council Business, that has taken place over the 
previous 12 months, and to highlight the major issues, with some editorial input, as to what your Parish Council has 
done and will do in the future.  Each year an Annual Parish Meeting is held at which residents can air issues and ask the 
Parish Council to investigate certain matters, which are of concern. Although the event is NOT a formal Parish Council 
meeting it is facilitated by the Parish Council for the benefit of the community. The Parish Meeting is governed by 
specific legislation under Schedule 12 of the Local Government Act 1972. The meeting is an opportunity to discuss 
‘parish affairs’; it is not an opportunity for electors to make complaints about the Parish Council.  

 

Separate minutes must be kept which are then approved at the next Parish Meeting, which is sometimes a whole year 
on. As the event is only held once a year the DRAFT Minutes of the most recent meeting will be placed here pending 
their formal agreement at the next Annual Parish Meeting. 

 

The Chairman’s Summary May 2017 – May 2018   
 

The Parish Council continues to maintain the Glebe for the Parish and local community.  The Glebe green has been 
treated for mole infestation which included sections of the children’s play area; the Glebe green is cut regularly by 
experienced and highly competent professionals working with the whole community to ensure the area is kept in 
excellent condition for village events and past-times. The popular play area is officially inspected annually, the 
proposed regular visual checks of the play area, by village residents, has not materialised despite support and 
encouragement from the parish council. The parish council has replenished the bark in the play area, replaced the worn 
scramble net and completed simple maintenance on items of play equipment.  Additional seating has been installed on 
the Glebe as a picnic table and benches in close proximity to the play area.  The wildflower garden continues to thrive 
and specimen fruit trees appear to be well established. 
 
The parish council owns property and fixed assets within the joint parish e.g. the War Memorial, the Glebe footbridge, 
all the play equipment on the Glebe, benches and has just recently purchased two replacement dog waste bins and four 
village gateways.  All the assets and equipment are insured through Came & Company Local Council Insurance.   
 
The parish council has almost completed the ‘stiles to gates’ project and awaits the installation of a metal kissing gate 
on Bessells Lane above Park Farm, where the existing wooden kissing gate will be re-installed on a major public 
footpath on Park Farm.  The parish council organised two highly successful defibrillator training sessions with the 
South West Ambulance Service for village residents. 
  
The parish council wishes to thank those interested residents who had previously provided a number of constructive 
thoughts and comments on proposed traffic calming measure being considered for the village.  A questionnaire was 
produced, based on the collective responses of village residents at this early stage of the traffic calming research.  The 
questionnaire assisted the parish council in determining what it might recommend for implementation for road safety 
matters for the village. The results of the questionnaire are shown below: 

 
The Annual parish Meeting is a meeting of the Parish electorate. 

It is not a Parish Council Meeting. 
The Parish Council Chairman calls and Chairs the meeting. 

There is no prescribed format for this meeting and its recommendations are not 
binding on the Parish Council. 

 



 

 

 
Results of Traffic Calming Questionnaire for Shroton 
 

1.  Do you support any of the following Proposed Traffic calming measures? 
2.  White entrance gates to the four routes into the village with ‘SLOW’ painted on the road 
3.  Narrowing white lines on the road by the white entrance gates 
4.  Narrowing white lines and ‘SLOW’ painted on the road at the sharp bends in Fairfield Road, Main Street and  
        Telegraph Street 
5. ‘SLOW’ signs painted on the road at Frog Lane and Telegraph Street leading to the junction at The Cross 
6.  ‘SLOW’ signs painted on the road by the Village Hall and bus shelter 
7. ‘Rumble’ strips on the road at the village entrance on Fairfield Road  
 

                             
 

As a result of the questionnaire, the parish council working with Dorset County Council Highways and the local 
community traffic managers purchased four village gateways and were funded another two village gateways as part of 
the A350 Corridor Fund.  The Parish Council is intending to install white village gateways at the four road entrances into 
the village.  Work remains in hand with the design and production of the gateways and road signage. 

 
The matter of a village flag pole arose on receipt of an invitation from the Red Ensign Association for the Merchant 
Navy and Seafarers Association to remember the sacrifices, honour the courage and support the personnel of the 
Merchant Navy.  The parish council received three petitions from village residents concerning the initiative to have a 
flag pole in the centre of the village. Two petitions were against another village flag pole and one for a village flag pole 
in the centre of the village and involving local children in designing a village flag.  Public representation at subsequent 
council meetings failed to produce any further interest; there is no further action on this matter. 
 
The Precept for £6955 was set for the period 2018/2019.  Parish Councils can raise revenue to help meet their spending 
requirements by issuing a 'Precept'. This is the total amount to be raised through the Council Tax from all the dwellings 
within the Parish area. The 'Precept' is converted into an amount per Council Tax Band that is added onto the Council 
Tax bill.   The precept pays for the administration of the parish council including the Clerk’s salary, insurance cover, hire 
costs audit expenses, inspection costs, maintenance of the play area, maintenance of the Glebe and subscription fees 
to the county association for local councils. 

 
Planning applications received and commented by the parish council totalled twelve.  Parish councillors take it in turn 
to review the proposed planning application by conducting their own observations and obtaining comments from 
neighbours or the community (if appropriate). These applications were mainly to falling into improving existing 
properties by forming single storey extensions, rear extensions, installing roof lights, erecting detached garages or 
garden stores. 

    
I would like to thank County Councillor Croney for her support and attendance at our meetings.  County Councillor 
Deborah Croney most ably supporting and working for this parish council at County and District Council level and has 
always been readily available for help, advice and support throughout the tenure of this Parish Council and I thank her 
for her patience and guidance.  I would like to acknowledge and thank all the people in the parish who contribute 
voluntarily by carrying out tasks that need doing such as the people who mow the Millennium Cross area, who fix play 
equipment, who strim the play area and who wash the bus shelter windows, deal with over hanging tree and hedge 
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branches, clear blocked drain covers, deliver local newsletters and much more. And, finally I would like to thank the 
current Parish Councillors Dorothy, Kevin, Hector and James for voluntarily representing and supporting our 
community every month. 
 
Thank you for your attention, 
 
 
Judith Hewitt 
Chairman 
Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council 
 
 
Thank you both for attending this important annual meeting.  This is your time to tell us what you would like your 
Parish Council to be doing for this Parish.  The Parish Council works hard to provide excellent, safe and accessible 
facilities for the community.   

Open Forum  

Mr Robin Scoones asked what DCC Highways were doing regarding condition of village roads the number of potholes, 
size of potholes and the deteriorating road surfaces in and around the village.  The Chairman advised Mr Scoones that 
the council were in regular contact with DCC Highways and had a reasonable accessible working relationship with the 
Community Highways Managers regarding local road issues.  The Clerk advised Mr Scoones to continue logging his 
observations onto the www.dorsetforyou or the www.dorsetdirect  site sas the reports of potholes and other road 
surface issues were monitored regularly.  Clerk also advised Mr Scoones of discussions due to take place with 
community highways managers and the council regarding the local roads re-surfacing schedule and this Parish ‘s 
inclusion on such. 

 
Miss Ursula Goodall asked the parish council about the trees in the parish and whether the council were kept up to 
speed with planning applications for works to trees.  Miss Goodall also advised the council that due to her impending 
departure from the village, she was not able to take up the mantle of Editor for the Shroton Lines.  The Chairman 
advised Miss Goodall that the parish council are notified regarding planning applications; the matter of works to trees 
was now covered by a national portal recording applications for tree works.   
 
There were no other matters for discussion.   
 
The Chairman thanked the residents for their attendance and participation.   
 
The meeting was declared closed at 7:30 pm 
 
Signed.         Date  
 
 
Presiding Chairman  
Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council 
 
Parish Clerk 20 May 2018 


